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Wilhelmshaven, October 28, 2025  

 

Hapag-Lloyd names the "Wilhelmshaven Express" at Jade Weser Port:  

Completion of 24.000 TEU Newbuild program series 

 Twelfth and final vessel of the Hamburg Express class 

 Milestone for sustainability, innovation, and strategic growth 

 CEO Rolf Habben Jansen: “Wilhelmshaven is an essential hub for Hapag-Lloyd and the 

Gemini Cooperation”  

 

This morning, Hapag-Lloyd celebrated the naming of the "Wilhelmshaven Express" at the Jade 

Weser Port in Wilhelmshaven. As the ship’s naming patron, Wibke Friedrichs, wife of the former 

Hapag-Lloyd board member Anthony Firmin (COO), performed the christening. Hapag-Lloyd 

welcomed distinguished guests – among them Olaf Lies, Minister-President of Lower Saxony – 

customers, business partners, and press to honor this milestone. 

 

The event marked not only the christening of a state-of-the-art container vessel, but also the 

completion of a transformative and comprehensive three-year newbuild program. The 

"Wilhelmshaven Express" is the 12th and final ship in the Hamburg Express class, an ultra-large 

vessel series that has redefined the company’s fleet and set new benchmarks in terms of 

sustainabilty and productivity.  With a capacity of 23,660 TEU and dual-fuel propulsion (running on 

LNG and biomethane), the vessel is deployed on the Gemini Cooperation’s NE1 service, 

connecting Asia and Northern Europe with maximum efficiency and reduced emissions. 
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"The ‘Wilhelmshaven Express’ and its eleven sister vessels all successfully deployed are not just 

the largest in our fleet – they are a symbol of our unwavering commitment to continuously lower 

emissions, to quality leadership, and to long-term strategic growth," said Rolf Habben Jansen, 

CEO of Hapag-Lloyd. 

 

Rolf Habben Jansen acknowledged also the importance of the Container Terminal 

Wilhelmshaven: “The deep-water port has firmly established itself as a reliable and productive hub 

for Hapag-Lloyd and the Gemini Cooperation. With its consistent processes, efficient cargo handling, 

and direct connections to key trade lanes such as the Far East and the Atlantic, it plays a vital role 

in strengthening both our network and the resilience of our customers’ supply chains across Northern 

Europe.” 

 

The Hamburg Express class was built at Hanwha Ocean shipyard in South Korea. With 2 billion 

USD spent it is one of the most significant fleet investments in Hapag-Lloyd’s history. Each vessel 

measures 399 meters in length and is equipped with cutting-edge technology to reduce CO₂ 

emissions by up to 25 percent compared to conventional designs. 

 

Looking ahead, the company is preparing for its next major newbuild program of 24 state-of-the-art 

vessels: Of these, 12 newbuildings will have a capacity of 16,800 TEU each and the other 12 ships 

a capacity of 9,200 TEU each. All of them will be equipped with state-of-the-art low emission high 

pressure liquefied gas dual-fuel engines that are highly fuel-efficient. In addition, also these vessels 

can be operated using biomethane, which can further reduce CO2 emissions by up to 95% 

compared to conventional propulsion systems. Hapag-Lloyd will take delivery of these new vessels 

between 2027 and 2029, thereby continuing its commitment to a modern and sustainable fleet. 
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Press contacts 

Nils.Haupt@hlag.com   +49 40 3001 - 2263 

HanjaMaria.Richter@hlag.com  +49 40 3001 - 5102 

 

 

About Hapag-Lloyd 

With a fleet of 313 modern container ships and a total transport capacity of 2.5 million TEU, Hapag-Lloyd is one of the world’s leading 

liner shipping companies. In the Liner Shipping segment, the Company has around 14,000 employees and 400 offices in 140 countries. 

Hapag-Lloyd has a container capacity of 3.7 million TEU – including one of the largest and most modern fleets of reefer containers. A 

total of 133 liner services worldwide ensure fast and reliable connections between more than 600 ports on all the continents. In the 

Terminal & Infrastructure segment, Hapag-Lloyd has equity stakes in 21 terminals in Europe, Latin America, the United States, India 

and North Africa. Around 3,000 employees are assigned to the Terminal & Infrastructure segment and provide complementary logistics 

services at selected locations in addition to the terminal activities. 

 

Disclaimer 

This press release contains forward-looking statements that involve a number of risks and uncertainties. Such statements are based on 

a number of assumptions, estimates, projections or plans that are inherently subject to significant risks, uncertainties and contingencies. 

Actual results can differ materially from those anticipated in the Company’s forward-looking statements. 

 

Follow our story: 

           
 


