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Hamburg, October 1, 2026 

 

Hapag-Lloyd builds momentum in Africa with expansion in Namibia, Rwanda and 

Burundi 

▪ New offices will strengthen Hapag-Lloyd’s local presence in Namibia, Rwanda and Burundi 

▪ Stronger local setup brings Hapag-Lloyd closer to customers in Southern and East Africa 

▪ New offices underline Hapag-Lloyd’s long-term commitment to growth in Africa 

 

Hapag-Lloyd is further strengthening its presence in Africa with new offices supporting customers 

in Namibia, Rwanda and Burundi, marking the latest step in the continued growth of its 

organization across the continent. 

 

From October 1, 2026, Hapag-Lloyd will establish its own local presence in Namibia and expand its 

reach in East Africa through a new setup in Kigali serving customers in both Rwanda and Burundi. 

Together, the developments strengthen Hapag-Lloyd’s organization across Southern and East 

Africa, bringing the company closer to customers and reinforcing its ability to combine local market 

expertise with the reach of its African and global network. 

 

Africa continues to play an increasingly important role in global trade, supported by growing 

economies, expanding trade flows and stronger connections with markets around the world. The 

continent’s evolving supply chains and increasing demand for reliable international connectivity are 

creating new opportunities for businesses and communities. For Hapag-Lloyd, these developments 

reinforce the importance of being closer to African markets and customers, supported by continued 

investment in local expertise, capabilities and network connectivity. 

 

This continued investment is reflected in Hapag-Lloyd’s strengthened presence in Southern and 

East Africa. In Namibia, a new Hapag-Lloyd office in Walvis Bay establishes the company’s own 

local presence in the market. In East Africa, a new setup in Kigali will serve customers in both 
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Rwanda and Burundi, strengthening Hapag-Lloyd’s reach into two landlocked markets and 

connecting them with the company’s regional and global network. 

 

For Rwanda and Burundi, the new presence builds on Hapag-Lloyd’s existing connectivity in East 

Africa. Through Dar es Salaam, Hapag-Lloyd offers two weekly services supporting imports and 

exports, with direct connections to India and the Far East. The Kigali setup complements this 

network by bringing customer support and market expertise closer to customers in both markets. 

 

“Strengthening our presence in Namibia, Rwanda and Burundi is an important milestone in the 

continued development of Hapag-Lloyd in Africa,” said Jesper Kanstrup, Managing Director Sub-

Region Africa at Hapag-Lloyd. “Africa is a highly diverse continent, and serving our customers 

successfully requires a strong understanding of the individual markets in which they operate.. By 

strengthening our presence, we combine local industry knowledge and customer proximity with the 

reach of Hapag-Lloyd’s global network. Each market offers different opportunities, and this 

expansion reflects our long-term commitment to our customers and to Africa.” 

 

As Hapag-Lloyd continues to deliver on its Strategy 2030 ambitions, Africa remains an important 

part of the company’s growth journey. By investing in local teams and market expertise, and 

working closely with customers, authorities and partners, Hapag-Lloyd aims to build an 

organization that can respond to the distinct needs of African markets while connecting them to its 

global liner network. The developments in Namibia, Rwanda and Burundi mark another step in that 

journey and reflect Hapag-Lloyd’s long-term commitment to growing together with its customers 

across the continent. 
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Would you like to learn more about Hapag-Lloyd’s views on current topics?  

Here you can find our most recent media statements. 

 

About Hapag-Lloyd 

With a fleet of 300 modern container ships and a total transport capacity of 2.5 million TEU, Hapag-Lloyd is one of the world’s leading 

liner shipping companies. In the Liner Shipping segment, the Company has 15,200 employees and 400 offices in 140 countries. 

Hapag-Lloyd has a container capacity of 3.6 million TEU – including one of the largest and most modern fleets of reefer containers. A 

total of 129 liner services worldwide ensure fast and reliable connections between 600 ports on all continents. In the Terminal & 

Infrastructure segment, Hapag-Lloyd has equity stakes in 24 marine terminals in Europe, Latin America, the United States, India and 

North Africa. 4,400 employees are assigned to the Terminal & Infrastructure segment and provide complementary logistics services at 

selected locations in addition to the terminal activities. 

 

Disclaimer 

This press release contains forward-looking statements that involve a number of risks and uncertainties. Such statements are based on 

a number of assumptions, estimates, projections or plans that are inherently subject to significant risks, uncertainties and contingencies. 

Actual results can differ materially from those anticipated in the Company’s forward-looking statements. 

 

Follow our story: 

           

 

https://www.hapag-lloyd.com/en/company/press/press-statements.html
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fhapag-lloyd-ag&data=05%7C01%7CTim.Seifert%40hlag.com%7C0991598b8e104b03733d08db9808e593%7C9ce351a1ad9b403ebf3b1a3ed3900297%7C0%7C0%7C638270936526098195%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LJ4UUdLwe6aUIbA5Ks4uZSgRTNmiIVCqD2PtgzquXsA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fhapaglloydag%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTim.Seifert%40hlag.com%7C0991598b8e104b03733d08db9808e593%7C9ce351a1ad9b403ebf3b1a3ed3900297%7C0%7C0%7C638270936526098195%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZfH4GuXsSfuiP7xzYFXsopjqo13A6iIT6h6JRl8XQ7Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fhapaglloydag%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTim.Seifert%40hlag.com%7C0991598b8e104b03733d08db9808e593%7C9ce351a1ad9b403ebf3b1a3ed3900297%7C0%7C0%7C638270936526098195%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0GQ4W7nWLCt2pOVMzTSOqfzphisSOIzLsnJayDc2Sh0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tiktok.com%2F%40hapaglloydag_official&data=05%7C01%7CTim.Seifert%40hlag.com%7C0991598b8e104b03733d08db9808e593%7C9ce351a1ad9b403ebf3b1a3ed3900297%7C0%7C0%7C638270936526098195%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dy95yGeY2b8vWpd3rcM9FnzBronBj1kf6hmzaVV8K8Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fc%2Fhapaglloydag&data=05%7C01%7CTim.Seifert%40hlag.com%7C0991598b8e104b03733d08db9808e593%7C9ce351a1ad9b403ebf3b1a3ed3900297%7C0%7C0%7C638270936526254441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qRD320nRy2BQoW0cHgSOCdcjWtqA1XRmXVr2ZlIT7x0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hapag-lloyd.com%2Fen%2Fmeta%2Fwechat.html&data=05%7C01%7CTim.Seifert%40hlag.com%7C0991598b8e104b03733d08db9808e593%7C9ce351a1ad9b403ebf3b1a3ed3900297%7C0%7C0%7C638270936526254441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gmw2qLUgLRMNR7hg3lsSqq2a7LxUzLV2JM6RH7n43jk%3D&reserved=0

