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Press release 

 
Hamburg, 16 July 2018 

 

 

15,000-TEU container ship “Afif” named in London Gateway 

 British Maritime Minister Nusrat Ghani patron 

 “Afif” will link Europe with the Middle East  

 The ship is technically equipped to use LNG fuel 

It took British Maritime Minister Nusrat Ghani just one go to activate the mechanism that 

sent a big champagne bottle crashing against the massive sidewall of the “Afif”. This 

marked the official naming of the 15,000-TEU container ship on 16 July 2018. The name 

“Afif” is of Arabic origin and means “purity” and “honesty”; also, Afif is a city in central Saudi 

Arabia. With its ten sisters, “Afif” belongs to the category of “Ultra Large Container Vessel”, 

the second-largest ship class in Hapag-Lloyd’s fleet. “It is an honour to name Afif, Hapag-

Lloyd’s latest container ship, as it will have a vital role in the growth of the UK economy by 

moving our exports and imports,” said Nusrat Ghani. 

 “We are happy to once again name a ship in the United Kingdom after twenty years. The 

‘Afif’ is over three times the size of the ‘London Express’, a ship that received its name in 

Southampton, England, in 1998,” said Anthony J. Firmin, Chief Operating Officer (COO) of 

Hapag-Lloyd. “London Gateway is one of the most important terminals in Northern Europe. 

It offers Hapag-Lloyd a fantastic opportunity to unite customers and markets all over the 

world.” Furthermore, 2018 marks the five-year anniversary of the cooperation between DP 

World, one of the biggest port operators worldwide, and Hapag-Lloyd. 
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The “Afif” was built for United Arab Shipping Lines (UASC) in 2017– with whom Hapag-

Lloyd merged in May of the same year. The ship is 385.5 metres long and 51 metres wide. 

In addition to that, the “Afif” is one of Hapag-Lloyd’s 17 “LNG-ready” ships, which are 

equipped with the technology to use liquid gas (LNG) as fuel. The ship was built by Hyundai 

Samho Heavy Industries in South Korea. 

The “Afif” sails on the FE4 service, also known as Far East Loop. From Southampton, the 

ship will sail to Yantian, Shanghai, Busan and Ningbo before returning to Europe.  
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About Hapag-Lloyd 

With a fleet of 221 modern container ships and a total transport capacity of 1.6 million TEU, Hapag-Lloyd is one of the world’s 

leading liner shipping companies. The Company has around 12,300 employees at sites in 127 countries in 387 offices. 

Hapag-Lloyd has a container capacity of 2.3 million TEU – including one of the largest and most modern fleets of reefer 

containers. 124 liner services worldwide ensure fast, reliable connections between more than 600 ports on all continents. 

Hapag-Lloyd is one of the leading operators in the Transatlantic, Middle East, Latin America and Intra-America trades. 

 

Disclaimer 

This press release contains forward-looking statements, which are to be understood in connection with a number of risks and 

uncertainties. Such statements refer to a number of assumptions, estimates, forecasts and plans that, due to their very 

nature, are subject to considerable risks, uncertainties and eventualities. Actual results can vary considerably from the 

forward-looking statements of the Company and the expected results. 

 

 

Follow Hapag-Lloyd on social media:  

 

https://www.facebook.com/hapaglloydag/
https://www.instagram.com/hapaglloydag/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hapag-lloyd-ag
https://twitter.com/hapaglloydag
https://www.youtube.com/c/HapagLloydAG

